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8.401

Subpart 8.4—Federal Supply
Schedules

8.401 General.

(a) The Federal Supply Schedule pro-
gram, directed and managed by the
General Services Administration
(GSA), provides Federal agencies with
a simplified process for obtaining com-
monly used commercial supplies and
services at prices associated with vol-
ume buying (also see 8.001). Indefinite
delivery contracts (including require-
ments contracts) are established with
commercial firms to provide supplies
and services at stated prices for given
periods of time. Similar systems of
schedule-type contracting are used for
military items managed by the Depart-
ment of Defense. These systems are not
included in the Federal Supply Sched-
ule program covered by this subpart.

(b) The GSA schedule contracting of-
fice issues publications, entitled Fed-
eral Supply Schedules, containing the
information necessary for placing de-
livery orders with schedule contrac-
tors. Ordering offices issue delivery or-
ders directly to the schedule contrac-
tors for the required supplies and serv-
ices. Ordering offices may request cop-
ies of schedules by completing GSA
Form 457, FSS Publications Mailing
List Application, and mailing it to the
GSA Centralized Mailing List Service
(7CAFL), P.O. Box 6477, Fort Worth, TX
76115. Copies of GSA Form 457 also may
be obtained from this address.

(c) GSA offers an on-line shopping
service called “GSA Advantage!” that
enables ordering offices to search prod-
uct specific information (i.e., national
stock number, part number, common
name), review delivery options, place
orders directly with contractors (or
ask GSA to place orders on the agen-
cy’s behalf), and pay contractors for or-
ders using the Governmentwide com-
mercial purchase card (or pay GSA).
Ordering offices may access the ““GSA
Advantage!”” shopping service by con-
necting to the Internet and using a web
browser to connect to the Acquisition
Reform Network (http://www.arnet.gov)
or the GSA, Federal Supply Service
(FSS) Home Page (http://
www.fss.gsa.gov). For more informa-
tion or assistance, contact GSA at

48 CFR Ch. 1 (10-1-00 Edition)
Internet e-mail address:
gsa.advantage@gsa.gov.

[62 FR 44817, Aug. 22, 1997]

8.402 Applicability.

Procedures in this subpart apply to
orders placed against Federal Supply
Schedules. Occasionally, GSA may es-
tablish special ordering procedures.
The affected Federal Supply Schedules
will outline these procedures.

[65 FR 36024, June 6, 2000]
8.402—8.403-4 [Reserved]

8.404 Using schedules.

(a) General. Parts 13 and 19 do not
apply to orders placed against Federal
Supply Schedules, except for the provi-
sion at 13.303-2(c)(3). Orders placed
against a Multiple Award Schedule
(MAS), using the procedures in this
subpart, are considered to be issued
using full and open competition (see
6.102(d)(3)). Therefore, ordering offices
need not seek further competition, syn-
opsize the requirement, make a sepa-
rate determination of fair and reason-
able pricing, or consider small business
programs. GSA has already determined
the prices of items under schedule con-
tracts to be fair and reasonable. By
placing an order against a schedule
using the procedures in this section,
the ordering office has concluded that
the order represents the best value and
results in the lowest overall cost alter-
native (considering price, special fea-
tures, administrative costs, etc.) to
meet the Government’s needs.

(b) Ordering procedures for optional use
schedules—(1) Orders at or below the
micro-purchase threshold. Place orders
at or below the micro-purchase thresh-
old with any Federal Supply Schedule
contractor.

(2) Orders exceeding the micro-purchase
threshold but not exceeding the maximum
order threshold. Place orders with the
schedule contractor that can provide
the supply or service that represents
the best value. Before placing an order,
consider reasonably available informa-
tion about the supply or service offered
under MAS contracts by using the
““GSA Advantage!” on-line shopping
service, or by reviewing the catalogs or
pricelists of at least three schedule
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